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EDMUND RICE LIONS’ MULTICULTURAL FOOTBALL TEAM 

Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.52 pm]: I congratulate the Edmund Rice Lions’ multicultural football 
team. The team attended a wind-up at Herb Graham Recreation Centre on Saturday night. Football is a sport that 
has cultural dominance in Western Australia. This national sport is constantly winning over new fans. Combine 
such a favoured sport with a great organisation such as the Edmund Rice Centre and there is a recipe for success 
in the Edmund Rice Lions. Before and since being elected in 2008 as the state representative for the 
Mirrabooka area, Edmund Rice Centre staff and volunteers have warmed my heart and impressed me with their 
dedication, hard work and practical programs to support people in the area. This is best represented by the 
Edmund Rice Lions’ multicultural football team. The Lions’ program goes beyond just a team sport by building 
on the participation to reach for the sporting goals of determination, commitment and success, and to translate 
these qualities into life skills. This is developed through the support of leaders at all levels, from brother Jim, 
who drives the bus, to the Subiaco Football Club, the West Australian Football Commission and, of course, 
“mama” Chris Ward, as well as Joe Moniodis and, last but not least, Bella Ndayikeze. 

The team’s 2014 season was enriched by the likes of Kelvin Barney, the 2014 Young Lions captain, who 
sacrificed his love of soccer to commit wholeheartedly to the Young Lions. Bonhuer Chubahiro encouraged his 
fellow players to achieve their best. The whole playing group demonstrated the importance of commitment to 
a team. They met the challenges and earned the respect of their teammates by accepting responsibility when the 
training was tough and arduous, and led by example. 

I congratulate all the Senior Lions, particularly Abuldfai Atai, who was their captain in 2014. He never gave up 
despite personal trials, tribulations and disappointments. The passion for the game was demonstrated by 
Jerry Sowood.  
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